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Founded in 1987, CHEPA is a world-renowned interdisciplinary health research centre at McMaster
University that fosters excellence in policy-relevant research, education and service to inform fair and
sustainable health and social systems.    
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Emmanuel Guindon is co-Principal
Investigator on two research projects
related to tobacco and smoking funded
by the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research ($420,752) and by CIHR and
the Canadian Cancer Society
($100,000).

READ MORE

New CHEPA member
CHEPA recently welcomed Katherine Cuff as a new member. Dr. Cuff, a
Professor in McMaster’s Department of Economics, holds the Canada Research
Chair in Public Economic Theory.  She is also the Managing Editor, Canadian
Journal of Economics, and a recipient of the honorific title, University
Scholar, which honours more junior McMaster faculty who have "already
distinguished themselves as international scholars."

 

Grants
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Arthur Sweetman, who led a 10-
person expert panel studying staffing
in Ontario Long-Term Care Homes,
received several grants related to
research on long-term care staffing
and on labour market dynamics
affected by COVID-19, including a
grant from the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council ($44,898)
and funding from McMaster University.

READ MORE

 

The McMaster Health Forum was awarded over
$550,000 through an AGE-WELL grant for its
project on building technology-enabled, aging-
focused rapid learning health systems in Canada.
Over the next three years, the Forum aims to
spark the actions needed to build technology-
enabled, aging-focused rapid-learning health
systems (RLHS) in provincial and territorial health
systems in Canada. Principal Investigator Michael
Wilson, Assistant Director of the Forum, says the
grant is “particularly relevant now given the
renewed attention and focus on long-term care
and the implications of COVID-19 on the system.”
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Lisa Schwartz is the recipient of the HEI
Teaching Excellence Award (FT/Joint Faculty)
for 2019/2020. The award was announced during
the department’s Welcome Back event in
September.

Labelle Lecture
 The 2020 Labelle Lecture, on the topic “Saving
Black Women and Babies: Leveraging Data
and Community Engagement to Achieve
Health Equity”, will be presented virtually
on Nov. 11, 2020 by Dr. Tiffany Green, an

Four CHEPA members: John Lavis, Jean-Éric Tarride, Meredith
Vanstone and Feng Xie, were part of a large group of McMaster researchers
awarded a CIHR Project grant for  “Vascular events In noncardiac
Surgery patients cOhort evaluatioN study-2 (VISION-
2) igators”. The research will build on a previous VISION study and involve
20,000 patients across multiple centres. It received $673,000 from CIHR and
additional funds of $2,178,000 from in-kind, industry and partner
contributions.

Read more
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economist and population health scientist at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and a nationally
recognized expert in racial/ethnic and nativity
disparities in reproductive health. The discussant
is Dr. Andrew Pinto, Founder and Director of
Upstream Lab and a Public Health and
Preventative Medicine Specialist at St. Michael’s
Hospital, Toronto. The lecture will take place from
3 to 5 pm. Registration is required.
Click here for more information.

Initiatives

 

Dr. Tiffany Green,
Assistant Professor of Population Health
Sciences in Obstetrics and Gynecology,
University of Wisconsin-Madison.

 

Julia Abelson and other members of the Public and
Patient Engagement Collaborative have launched the
Canadian Patient Partner study to learn more about
who Canadian patient partners are; the challenges
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they face and how best to support them. To complete
the survey go to: http://bit.ly/CPPS_ECPP (English),
or http://bit.ly/ECPP_CPPS (French).

 

Andrew Costa, and the Big Data & Geriatric Models
of Care Research Group launched yourCARE+, an
online education platform to help informal caregivers
care for themselves and their loved ones. It includes
free videos, resources and a caregiver toolkit to
support caregivers and families, including a COVID
Caregiver Backup Plan.

 

 

 

Hsien Seow, the Canada Research Chair in Palliative
Care and Health System Innovation and lead of
the Caregivers4Change Network, helped draft a
Declaration of Family Caregiver Rights and
Responsibilities. The organization is gathering names
on a petition asking government officials to respect
the rights set out in the Declaration to ensure that
caregivers won’t be locked out of health institutions
due to a second wave of COVID.

 

 

 

Reports
 

Arthur Sweetman, the Ontario Research Chair in Health Human Resources,
led a 10-person expert panel studying staffing in Ontario’s Long-Term Care
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Homes. The report, released on July 30, says the LTC sector urgently needs
more funding and permanent staff. The findings received considerable media
attention, including this article in The Globe and Mail. 

Read the panel's report

 

Media
 

Research conducted by CHEPA members into the design, staffing and financing
of long-term care facilities, as well as the impact on residents and their
families of the lengthy lockdowns imposed during the first wave of COVID-19
received a great deal of media attention. Some of the coverage includes:

 

 Andrew Costa, who holds the Schlegel Research Chair in Clinical Epidemiology &
Aging, was quoted extensively over the summer by Kitchener Record, Hamilton
Spectator and CBC radio reporters about research showing that older nursing homes
with outdated designs leave residents more vulnerable to COVID-19.
Health Policy PhD candidate Amina Jabbar, who is a physician and geriatrician, co-
authored an opinion article in the Toronto Star: "Preparing nursing homes for a
second wave starts with staffing.”
Hsien Seow was quoted in a Maclean’s article: “The pandemic has disrupted
death and mourning in ways we don’t yet understand”.

The Hamilton Spectator also reported on a study Seow is involved in that is
studying the effects of the #CareMongering initiative to reduce isolation among
seniors during the pandemic.
As well, several outlets including the Lethbridge Herald quoted Seow in articles
about the Declaration of Family Caregiver Rights and Responsibilities, and the
accompanying petition.
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New Frontiers in Health Policy Conference

The Health Policy PhD Program is holding its
annual graduate student conference virtually on
November 23-25. This year’s theme is “Health
Policy in a Time of Transformation.” 
Registration is free. 

Learn more

Students
 

 

Awards:

2020 Faculty of Health Sciences & Graduate Student Awards were given
to Valentina Antonipillai (Leadership); Gautham
Krishnaraj (Impact) Manisha Pahwa (publication) and Sophiya
Garasia (outstanding achievement).

PhD Dissertations:

Valentina Antonipillai, Health Policy. “Migration Health Policy:
Examining the effects of inequitable access to healthcare and
prescription drug insurance.”  Her supervisor was Lisa Schwartz.
 Fanor Balderrama, Health Policy. "Three Essays on the Ethics and
Effects of Public Policy on the Price-Accessibility of
Pharmaceuticals". His supervisor was Christopher Longo.
Aaron Jones, supervised by Andrew Costa in Health Research
Methodology. "Quality in primary care and use of the emergency
department among home care patients." 
Mohammad Kibria, Health Policy. "Harnessing evidence and values
in health policy implementation". His supervisor was John Lavis.
Sultana Al Sabahi, Health Policy PhD. "Examining and
Contextualizing Approaches to Establish Policy Support
Organizations". Her supervisor was Mike Wilson. 
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Publications
Alvarez E, Joshi S, Lokker C, Wang A, Pavalagantharajah S, Qiu Y, Sidhu
H, Mbuagbaw L, Qutob M, Henedi A, Levine M, Lennox R, Tarride JÉ,
Kalina D. Health programmes and services addressing the prevention and
management of infectious diseases in persons who inject drugs in Canada:
a systematic integrative review protocol. BMJ Open. 2020. Aug.
13;10(8):e035188.
Asada Y, Grignon M, Hurley J, Kirkland S. Cautionary tails of grip
strength in health inequality studies: An analysis from the Canadian
longitudinal study on aging. Social Science & Medicine. 2020. Nov.
22;265:113382.
Axelrod D, Tarride JÉ, Ekhtiari S, Blackhouse G, Johal H, Bzovsky S,
Schemitsch EH, Heels-Ansdell D, Bhandari M, Sprague S. Is total hip
arthroplasty a cost-effective option for management of displaced femoral
neck fractures? A trial-based analysis of the HEALTH study. Journal of
Orthopedic Trauma. 2020. Nov;34 Suppl 3:S37-S41. 
Bielska IA, Embrett M, Manis DR, Schumacher C, Moore E, Lewis K,
Agarwal G, Mondoux S, Jewett L, Speicher DJ, Liu RH, Leyenaar M, McLeod
B, Upadhye S. Health sector responses to the COVID-19 pandemic in
Ontario, Canada – January to May 2020. Public Health and
Governance/Zdrowie Publiczne i Zarządzanie. 2020;18(1):9.
Brozek JL, Canelo-Aybar C, Akl EA, Bowen JM, Bucher J, Chiu WA, Cronin
M, Djulbegovic B, Falavigna M, Guyatt GH, Gordon AA, Boon MH,
Hutubessy RCW, Joore MA, Katikireddi V, LaKind J, Langendam M, Manja V,
Magnuson K, Mathioudakis AG, Meerpohl J, Mertz D, Mezencev R, Morgan
R, Morgano GP, Mustafa R, O'Flaherty M, Patlewicz G, Riva JJ, Posso M,
Rooney A, Schlosser PM, Schwartz L, Shemilt I, Tarride JÉ, Thayer KA,
Tsaioun K, Vale L, Wambaugh J, Wignall J, Williams A, Xie F, Zhang Y,
Schünemann HJ; GRADE Working Group.  GRADE Guidelines 30: The
GRADE approach to assessing the certainty of modelled evidence - an
overview in the context of health decision-making. Journal of Clinical
Epidemiology. 2020. Sep 24:S0895-4356(20)31103-3.
Cook D, Kho M, Duan E, Al-Hazzani W, Takaoka A, Clarke F,
Zytaruk N, Vanstone M. Principles guiding non-pandemic critical care
research during a pandemic. Critical Care Medicine. 2020. August 11,
2020.
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Dewitt B, Torrance GW. Incorporating Mortality in Health Utility Measures.
Medical Decision Making. 2020. 40(7) 862-872.
Doumouras AG, Hong D, Lee Y, Tarride JÉ, Paterson JM, Anvari
M. Association between bariatric surgery and all-cause mortality: A
population-based matched cohort study in a universal health care
system. Annals of Internal Medicine. 2020. Aug. 18.
Guindon GE, Fatima T, Abbat B, Bhons P, Garasia S. Area-level
differences in the prices of tobacco and electronic nicotine delivery
systems: a systematic review. Health & Place. 2020.
Helpman L, Pond GR, Elit L, Anderson LN, Seow H. Disparities in surgical
management of endometrial cancers in a public healthcare system: A
question of equity. Gynecologic Oncology. 2020. Sep 11; S0090-
8258(20)33830-0.
Jones A, Bronskill SE, Schumacher C, Seow H, Feeny D, Costa
AP. Effect of access to after-hours primary care on the association between
home nursing visits and same-day emergency department use. The
Annals of Family Medicine. 2020. Sep;18(5):406-412. 
Jones A, Bronskill SE, Seow H, Junek M, Feeny D, Costa
AP. Associations between continuity of primary and specialty physician care
and use of hospital-based care among community-dwelling older adults
with complex care needs. PLoS One. 2020;15(6):e0234205.
Li G, Lip GYH, Marcucci M, Thabane L, Tian J, Levine MAH. The number
needed to treat for net effect (NNTnet) as a metric for measuring
combined benefits and harms. Journal of Clinical Epidemiology. 2020. 
Sept 1. (125) 100-107.
Isenberg SR, Tanuseputro P, Spruin S, Seow H, et al. Cost-effectiveness of
investment in end-of-life home care to enable death in community
settings. Medical Care. 2020. August. 58:8. 665-673.
Mattison C, Lavis JN, , Hutton E, Dion ML, Wilson MG.  Understanding
the conditions that influence the roles of midwives in Ontario, Canada’s,
health system: an embedded, single case study. BMC Health Services
Research. 2020. 20:197.
Mattison C, Lavis JN, Wilson MG, Hutton E, Dion ML. A critical
interpretive synthesis of the role of midwives in health systems.  Health
Research Policy and Systems. 2020. 18:17.
Muratov S, Canelo-Aybar C, Tarride JÉ, et al, and ECIBC contributor
group. Monitoring and evaluation of breast cancer screening programmes:
selecting candidate performance indicators. BMC Cancer. 2020. Aug
24;20(1):795. 
Parackal A, Tarride JÉ, Xie F, Blackhouse G, et al. Economic evaluation
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of robot-assisted radical prostatectomy compared to open radical
prostatectomy for prostate cancer treatment in Ontario, Canada. Canadian
Urological Association Journal. 2020. Aug;14(8):E350-E357. 
Paraje G, Guindon GE, Chaloupka FJ. Prices, alcohol use initiation and
heavy episodic drinking among Chilean youth. Addiction. 2020.
Pitre T, Thomas A, Evans K, Jones A, Mountjoy M, Costa AP. The
influence of income on medical school admissions in Canada: a
retrospective cohort study. BMC Medical Education. 2020. 20(1):209.
Sandhu R, Mbuagbaw L, Tarride JÉ, De Rubeis V, Carsley S, Anderson
LN. Methodological approaches to the design and analysis of
nonrandomized intervention studies for the prevention of child and
adolescent obesity. Canadian Journal of Public Health. 2020. June 3.
Seow H, Stevens T, Barbera LC, et al. Trajectory of psychosocial
symptoms among home care patients with cancer at end-of-
life. Psychooncology. 2020. Oct 2.
Staykov E, Qureshi D, Scott M, Costa A, et al. Do patients retain their
family physicians after long-term care entry? A retrospective cohort
study. The Journal of Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Medicine.
2020. June 22.
Tarride JÉ, Doumouras AG, Hong D, Paterson JM, Tibebu S, Perez R, Ma
J, Taylor VH, Xie F, et al. Association of Roux-en-Y gastric bypass with
postoperative health care use and expenditures in Canada. JAMA
Surgery. 2020. Jul 22:e201985.
Vélez M, Wilson MG, Abelson J, Lavis JN, Paraje G.  Understanding the
role of values in health policy decision-making from the perspective of
policy-makers and stakeholders: A multiple-case embedded study in Chile
and Colombia. International Journal of Health Policy and
Management. 2020. 9(5) 185-197.
Vélez CM, Wilson MG, Lavis JN, Abelson J, Florez ID. A framework for
explaining the role of values in health policy decision-making in Latin
America: a critical interpretive synthesis. Health Research Policy and
Systems. 2020. Sep 7;18(1):100.
Wang RH, Zdaniuk N, Durocher E, Wilson MG. Policymaker and
stakeholder perspectives on access to assistive technologies in Canada:
Challenges and proposed solutions for enhancing equitable
access. Disability and Rehabilitation. 2020. June 3.
Wilson MG, Guta A, Waddell K, Lavis JN, Reid R, Evans C. The impacts
of accountable care organizations on patient experience, health outcomes
and costs: A rapid review. Journal of Health Services Research and
Policy. 2020. 22: 2.
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