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John Lavis, Director of the McMaster Health
Forum, received a renewal of his position as Tier

Informing Fair and Sustainable Health and Social Systems                          Summer 2022

Founded in 1987, CHEPA is a world-renowned interdisciplinary health research centre at
McMaster University that fosters excellence in policy-relevant research, education and
service to inform fair and sustainable health and social systems.    
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Read more

1 Canada Research Chair in in Evidence-Support
Systems.

Tier 1 Chairs, which are held for seven years and
renewable once, are for outstanding researchers
who are considered world leaders in their fields.
The chair is worth $200,000 a year for seven
years.

 

Christopher Longo has been promoted to
Professor, Health Policy and
Management, DeGroote School of Business, as of
July 1, 2022.

 

 

CHEPA Director Jean-Éric Tarride has been
appointed a member of an expert panel on Pull
Incentives for High-Value Antimicrobials by
the Canadian Council of Academies (CCA). 

The work seeks to examine economic incentives
for encouraging market entry and sustained
market availability of high-value antimicrobials in
Canada.

Read more

 Feng Xie received the 2022 IHSPR-
CAHSPR Article of The Year Award
for Economic analysis of mobile
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integrated health care delivered by
emergency medical services paramedic
teams, published in JAMA Network
Open in February 2021. The $10,000
award recognizes an article’s significant
impact on health services and policy
research, and for the extent to it
showed a clear impact (or potential
impact) on policy, practice, or health
outcomes. 

 

Read more

Meredith Vanstone is Principal Investigator,
with Devon Greyson of the University of British
Columbia, on a new study looking at how COVID-
19 affected health decisions made during
pregnancy. The  research proposal for How do
perceptions of COVID-19 risk influence health-
decisions in pregnancy? was ranked first in its

 

 

Grants 
COVID's impact on health decisions in pregnancy
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committee group by the Canadian Institutes for
Health Research (CIHR).

Vanstone is also a co-investigator on two other
studies that received funding from CIHR in the
same competition: Impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic on the primary care of chronic
conditions (Principal Investigators Michelle Howard
and Dee Mangin) and Moral distress in critical care
and family medicine during the COVID-19
pandemic, co-led by Lawrence Grierson and
Monica Molinaro, a Banting Postdoctoral research
fellow who is supervised by Vanstone.

Research 

Read more

 

Research led by  Feng Xie shows that industry-
funded studies are more likely to find new
treatments to be cost effective than does
independent research. The findings apply across a
range of diseases, medical devices and
treatments.
 

Read more

 

Industry-sponsored studies more likely to find new
treatments cost-effective
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The Labelle Lectureship Committee of McMaster
University is seeking nominations for a promising
junior health services researcher — a rising star in
the field — to give the 2022-23 Labelle Lecture.

Please submit nominations to Emmanuel
Guindon, at emmanuel.guindon@mcmaster.ca.
The selection committee will begin reviewing
nominations on July 6, 2022.

More information

 

Ellen Amster gave two invited presentations
in April in the U.S.: 
 “The Living and the Dead:  Healing the Two
Worlds through Islamic Bodies and Sufi
Sainthood,” at the Center for Historical Analysis
at Rutgers University on April 5, 2022, and
 “The Politics of Birth in Morocco:  A History of
Muslim Midwives, French Colonial Obstetrics,
and Postcolonial Public Health,” at the ·      
Hillary Clinton Center for Women’s
Empowerment on April 21.  

 

 

Labelle Lectureship

 

Presentations
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Elizabeth Alvarez attended the June 17-18
Canadian Collaborative Mental Health Conference
in Quebec City, where she spoke about
“Evaluating a group-based primary care
mindfulness program,” and “Feasibility and
implementation of a year-long healthy lifestyles
program: Final evaluation and 6-month follow-up.”

 

John Lavis was among the speakers at a virtual
event May 24 about using evidence to address
health challenges, which was held alongside the
75th World Health Assembly. 

Watch the Recording

Lavis also spoke at the Nordic Conference on
mental health and the early years, on June 27 in
Reykjavik, Iceland about how to bridge the gap
between evidence and policy.

 

 

 

Gillian Mulvale is leading a series of
eight CoPro2022 knowledge exchange events,
whose aim is to advance a new era of equity-
based co-design and coproduction of public
services that is fully inclusive of equity-deserving
groups. The series is sponsored by the Social
Sciences Research Council (SSHRC),
McMaster's Co-Design VP Hub and the DeGroote
School of Business.

The events are a combination of online and in-
person activities. The online events seek to
engage international audiences; the in-person
instructional workshops are aimed at interested
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community organizations, and an immersive
symposium August 24 - 26 at the Gathering Place
by the Grand River will culminate in a five-year
research agenda. For more information
email copro22@mcmaster.ca

 

Hsien Seow participated in several conferences
related to palliative care including
The European Association for Palliative Care’s
12th annual research conference, held from May
18 – 20. He was also part of a virtual panel
discuss at Imagine "Ordinary Dying": A Frank
Conversation, hosted by the Palliative Care Society
of the Bow Valley on June 1.

As well, the popular Waiting Room
Revolution podcast series, produced and hosted
by Seow and Dr. Samantha Winemaker, a
palliative care clinician and professor at McMaster,
completed its fourth season on June 28. The
acclaimed podcast is geared to patients and
families facing serious illness. 

Watch the podcast

 

Media  

Research into anxiety in young children, which
involved Laura Anderson and other McMaster
co-investigators, was covered by CTV news and
other media outlets.
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Read more

Andrew Costa, the Schlegel Research Chair in
Clinical Epidemiology & Aging, whose research
includes identifying prevention and improved
management of COVID-19 in nursing home
residents, wrote an article in advance of the June
2 Ontario provincial election for The
Conversation entitled More long- term care beds in
Ontario won’t help without well-paid, well-
trained staff. The article was cited and/or
reprinted by multiple media outlets, including
papers in the TorStar and Metroland Media chains.

Read article

As well, findings by Costa and colleagues that
older people who live in retirement residences
have more than double the rate of hospital visits
compared to those who live in long-term care
residences was also highly covered by news
outlets.

Read more

 

 

 

Students
Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) Doctoral Research Awards,
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valued at $105,000 for three years, were granted to several students
supervised by CHEPA members, including:

Health Policy PhD (HPPhD) candidate Alexandra Cernat, supervised
by Meredith Vanstone, to support her study Stakeholder perspectives
and preferences for implementation of pharmacogenomic (PGx) testing in
primary care in Ontario, Canada.
Rebecca Correia, a PhD candidate in Health Research Methodology,
supervised by Andrew Costa, for The Association between 'Care of the
Elderly' Certificates of Added Competence among Family Physicians,
Practice Patterns, and Health Services Outcomes in Primary Care Settings.
Darly Dash, also a PhD candidate in HRM supervised by Costa,
for Developing and measuring practice-based quality indicators of
physicians in nursing homes.

HPPhD candidate Manisha Pahwa was honoured as the McMaster Health
Science Education TA of the Year, based on faculty nominations & student
evaluations. Her research interests are policies related to the prevention of
health outcomes associated with environmental and occupational exposures.
She is supervised by Meredith Vanstone.

The McMaster Health Forum named Mahnoor Malik, Jaclyn
Holdsworth and Miray Maher as the first people to receive awards under
its Developing Skilled Future Leaders in Strengthening Health and Social
Systems project.  Read more about the project HERE.

Publications

 

Journal Articles
Abdel Khalik H, Humphries B, … Tarride JÉ, Johal H. Reverse total
shoulder arthroplasty is the most cost-effective treatment strategy for
proximal humerus fractures in older adults: A cost-utility analysis. Clinical
Orthopaedics and Related Research. 2022. May 4.
Amster E. Joint Review of “Taming Cannabis:  Drugs and Empire in
Nineteenth- Century France” by David Guba Jr. and “The Age of
Intoxication:  Origins of the Global Drug Trade”, by Benjamin

https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-dd/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-dh/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-dk/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-du/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-hl/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-hr/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-hy/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-hy/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-hj/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-ht/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-ht/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-hi/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-hd/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-hd/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-hd/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-hh/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-hh/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-i-bkdjio-l-hh/


Breen. American Historical Review. 2022. March. (127:1): 466-468. 
Amster E.  The Past, Present, and Future of Race and Colonialism
in Medicine. Canadian Medical Association Journal. 2022. May 24. 194(20)
E708-E710.
Anderson L, Neil-Sztramko SE, Alvarez E, Jack SM, Thabane L, Scott
F, Apatu E. Development and evaluation of a research methods course in
protocol writing for learners in a Master of Public Health program. The
Canadian Journal for the Scholarship of Teaching and
Learning. 2022.13(1).
Andreacchi AT, Yoshida-Montezuma Y, Colley RC, Smith BT, Vanderloo
LM, Anderson LN. Changes in chronic disease risk factors and current
exercise habits among Canadian adults living with and without a child
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Health Reports (Statistics Canada). 2022.
Apr 20;33(4):3-13. 
Azamar-Alonso A, Mbuagbaw L, Smaill F, Bautista-Arredondo SA, Costa
AP, Tarride JE. Virologic failure in people living with HIV in 1st line ART: A
10-year Mexican population-based study. International Journal of STD &
AIDS. 2022. Mar;33(4):363-373. 
Ayodele B, Guo EX, Sweetman A, Guindon GE. Inequity in insurance
coverage for prescription drugs in New Brunswick, Canada. Canadian
Journal of Public Health. 2022. Apr 29. 
Belita E, Neil-Sztramko SE, Miller A, Anderson LN, Apatu E, Bellefleur
O, Kapiriri L, Read K, Sherifali D, Tarride JÉ, Dobbins M. A scoping
review of strategies to support public health recovery in the transition to a
"new normal" in the age of COVID-19. BMC Public Health. 2022 Jun
23;22(1):1244.
Benasseur I, Talbot D, … Tarride JÉ, Guertin JR. A comparison of
confounder selection and adjustment methods for estimating causal effects
using large healthcare databases. Pharmacoepidemiology& Drug Safety.
2022. Apr;31(4):424-433.
Boothe K, Fiorillo N, Just D, Alvarez E, Davidson A. School closure
decisions in Alberta and Ontario during COVID-19: discourse and
data. Canadian Journal of Political Science. 2022. May 24.
Correia RH, Dash D, Poss JW, Moser A, Katz PR, Costa AP. Physician
practice in Ontario nursing homes: Defining physician commitment. Journal
of Post-Acute and Long-term Care Medicine. 2022. May 21:S1525-
8610(22)00322-X.
Correia R, Jabbar A, … Costa AP, Vanstone M. Comparing the scopes of
practice of geriatric-focused physicians in Canada: a qualitative study of
core competencies. CMAJ Open. 2022. June 21,10 (2) E563-E569.
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Correia RH, Mowbray FI, Dash D, Katz PR, Moser A, Strum RP, Jones A,
von Schlegell A, Costa AP. Clinical factors associated with recent medical
care visits in nursing homes: a multi-site cross-sectional study. BMC
Geriatrics. 2022. Apr 12;22(1):320. 
Chukwu OA, Kapiriri L, Essue B. Supporting the pandemic response and
timely access to COVID-19 vaccines: a case for stronger priority setting and
health system governance in Nigeria. International Journal of Pharmacy
Practice. 2022. Apr 25:riac028.
Fitch MI, Nicoll I, Lockwood G, Longo CJ. The impact of income on
physical concerns and help seeking by adult cancer
survivors. Physiotherapy Canada. 2022. June 3.
Foster N, Kapiriri L, Gringon M, McKenzie K. "But…I survived": A
phenomenological study of the health and wellbeing of aging Black women
in the Greater Toronto Area, Canada. Journal of Women & Aging. 2022.
May 30:1-16. 
Gallagher E, Alvarez E, Jin L, Guenter D, Hatcher L, Furlan A. Patient
contracts for chronic medical conditions: Scoping review. Canadian Family
Physician. 2022. May;68(5):e169-e177.
Ganaan R, Phillips S, Moore C, … Alvarez E. The EMBOLDEN Co-design
study: Partnering with older adults and communities to develop a
community program to enhance mobility. Annals of Family Medicine. 2022.
April 20 (Supplement 1) 2945. 
Ghazalbash S, Zargoush M, Mowbray F, Costa A. Impact of multimorbidity
and frailty on adverse outcomes among older delayed discharge patients:
Implications for healthcare policy. Health Policy. 2022. Mar;126(3):197-
206. 
Giannoni M, Grignon M. Food insecurity, home ownership and income-
related equity in dental care use and access: the case of Canada. BMC
Public Health. 2022. Mar 14;22(1):497.
Grierson L, Allice I, Tong XC, … Vanstone M.  Motivations for pursuing
enhanced skill credentials in family medicine: A study of the Certificates of
Added Competence in Canada. Family Medicine. 2022;54(6):431-437.
Grignon M. Taxing free sugar: the devil is in the resulting distribution of
gains and pains. Invited editorial. Canadian Journal of Public Health. 2022.
Jun;113(3):327-330.
Guindon GE, Zhao K, Fatima T, Garasia S, Quinn N, Baskerville NB, Paraje
G. Prices, taxes and alcohol use: a systematic umbrella review of
reviews. Addiction. 2022. June 6. 
Guthrie DM, Williams N, Beach C, Buzath E, Cohen J, Declercq A, Fisher K,
Fries BE, Goodridge D, Hermans K, Hirdes JP, Seow H et al. A multi-stage
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