
 
No images? Click here 

 
Informing Fair and Sustainable Health and Social Systems                          Winter 2022 

Founded in 1987, CHEPA is a world-renowned interdisciplinary health research centre at McMaster 
University that fosters excellence in policy-relevant research, education and service to inform fair 
and sustainable health and social systems.     

CHEPA Research 
  

 

 

Why do pregnant women use cannabis? 
Research led by Meredith Vanstone investigating why pregnant and breastfeeding 
women use cannabis suggests they do so to manage pregnancy-related symptoms and 
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pre-existing conditions, including nausea and vomiting, mental health and insomnia. 
The study results were published in the Canadian Medical Association Journal.  
Read more 
  

 
  

Fourth jab will protect the elderly 
A fourth booster of COVID-19 vaccine will soon be offered to long-term care, retirement 
home and assisted living residents in Ontario, an action informed by research 
conducted by McMaster’s COVID in Long-term Care Study. Andrew Costa is a lead 
scientist on the study. 

The research shows a fourth dose, given three months after the third jab, provides 
better protection from COVID-19’s Omicron wave to vulnerable elderly people. 

The study, in partnership with Schlegel Villages, St. Joseph’s Health System, and Health 
Sciences North Research Institute, involves more than 1,000 residents, staff, and 
visitors of long-term care homes in Ontario. 
The work is part of Canada’s Global Nexus for Pandemics and Biological Threats, an 
international network based at McMaster, with scientists, clinicians, engineers, social 
scientists and other experts working collaboratively to prevent future pandemics and 
mitigate global health threats. 
Read the recommendations 
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Grants 
  

 
Laura Anderson leads a group of researchers who will seek to identify cancer risk 
factors stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic and the measures imposed to contain 
the spread of the virus, such as social distancing. 
The two-year study, entitled “Identifying changes in cancer risk factors during the COVID-
19 pandemic and predicting population risk,” is funded by a CIHR - ICR / Cancer Research 
Society Partnership - Research Grant. 
  

  

  
Feng Xie is part of an international team of researchers which secured more than $1M 
in funding from the European Joint Program for Rare Diseases for a project titled 
"Patient-reported, health economic, and psychosocial outcomes in Friedreich Ataxia 
(PROFA)," a rare inherited disease that causes progressive nervous system damage and 
movement problems. 
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Learn more 
  

  

 
  

Social Impact Investing Roadmap 
  
With limited public dollars available to support community-based social and 
environmental programs, community organizations are seeking new and innovative 
ways to engage with private investors. Research led by Jeremiah Hurley, Dean of 
McMaster’s Faculty of Social Sciences, and involving additional CHEPA 
members Arthur Sweetman, David Feeny, Emmanuel Guindon, and Jean- Éric Tarride, 
is summarized in a new publication entitled  “A Measurement and Evaluation Roadmap 
to Support Social Impact Investment in Canada.” The Roadmap identifies critical 
components of evaluation and outcome measurement; key issues associated with each 
component, and options to consider in the context of an outcomes-based payment 
model such as the Community Foundations of Canada’s Outcomes Canada model. 
Learn more 
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Podcasts 

 
Katherine Boothe spoke about why Canada doesn’t have universal pharmacare in a 
podcast for the McGill Institute for the Study of Canada on October 5, 2021. 
Listen 

  
  

John Lavis, Director of the McMaster Health Forum, shared his most important lessons 
learned on how to bridge the gap between evidence and policy in a WHO Global 
Evidence-to-Policy  (E2P) Summit Podcast on November 10, 2021.  
Listen 
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The Waiting Room Revolution, co-hosted by Hsien Seow and Samantha Winemaker, 
aired its 30th episode on December 30, 2021. The popular health care podcast is geared 
to empowering patients, caregivers and families facing serious illness.    
Listen 

  
 

CHEPA seminars 
CHEPA holds a regular series of seminars by invited speakers on selected health 
research topics. These take place at 12:30 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each month 
during the academic year. 
The first seminar of 2022 takes place on Wednesday, January 17, when Ilja Ormel, a 
Post- Doctoral Fellow supervised by Lisa Schwartz, will discuss her experience 
using Experience-Based Co-Design (EBCD) in a hygiene promotion response to a 
cholera outbreak in Haiti. This seminar will be held virtually. 
For more information, or to obtain a link to join, please email ramsay@mcmaster.ca 
For a list of future seminars, click here. 

  
 

Post-Doctoral Fellows 
Post-Doctoral Fellows supervised by CHEPA members who began their fellowships this 
fall include: 
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• Ilja Ormel, a post-doctoral fellow in McMaster’s Department of Health 
Research Methods, Evidence and Impact (HEI),is working with 
the Humanitarian Health Ethics research group under the supervision 
of Lisa Schwartz. In her PhD, Ilja piloted a participatory research approach 
in the humanitarian response to the cholera outbreak in Haiti. Her post-
doctoral fellowship is focused on participatory practices in clinical COVID-
19 vaccine trials, as well as conducting an evaluation of an online 
humanitarian ethics toolkit. 

• Chi-Ling Joanna Sinn, supervised by Andrew Costa, is doing a McMaster 
Institute for Research on Aging (MIRA) Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Aging 
Research for “Developing a real-world framework for remote patient 
monitoring technologies that promote optimal aging.”  She holds a PhD in 
Aging, Health, and Well-Being from the University of Waterloo and recently 
joined Hamilton’s St. Joseph’s Centre for Integrated Care as a Research 
Fellow and Evaluation Coach.  

  

Publications 
Reports 
Hurley J, Milinkovic D, Feeny D, Guindon GE, Sweetman A, Tarride JÉ.  A Measurement 
and Evaluation Roadmap to Support Social Impact Investment in Canada. 2021. Nov. 
26. 

Journal Publications 
•  Alvarez E, Garvin A, Germaine N, Guidoni L, Schnurr M. Use of mental 

health interventions by physiotherapists to treat individuals with chronic 
conditions: A systematic scoping review. Physiotherapy Canada. 2021. 
E20200066.  

• Aryal K, Mowbray F, Gruneir A, Griffith LE, Howard M, Jabbar A, Jones A, 
Tanuseputro P, Lapointe-Shaw L, Costa AP. Nursing home resident 
admission characteristics and potentially preventable emergency 
department transfers. Journal of Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Medicine. 
2021. Dec 15:S1525-8610(21)01007-0.  

• Azamar-Alonso A, Bautista-Arredondo SA, Smaill F, Mbuagbaw L, Costa 
AP, Tarride J-É. Patient characteristics and determinants of CD4 at 
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diagnosis of HIV in Mexico from 2008 to 2017: a 10-year population-based 
study. AIDS Research and Therapy. 2021. Nov 13;18(1):84. 

• Benasseur I, Talbot D, Durand M, Holbrook A, Matteau A, Potter BJ, Renoux 
C, Schnitzer ME, Tarride J-É, Guertin JR. A comparison of confounder 
selection and adjustment methods for estimating causal effects using 
large healthcare databases. Pharmacoepidemiology & Drug Safety. 2021. 
Dec 25.  

• Bogach J, Pond G, Eskicioglu C, Simunovic M, Seow H. Extent of surgical 
resection in inflammatory bowel disease associated colorectal cancer: A 
population-based study. Journal of Gastrointestinal Surgery. 2021. Oct. 
25(10):2610-2618.  

• Bone JN, Khowaja AR, Vidler M On behalf of the CLIP Trials Working Group, 
et al. Economic and cost-effectiveness analysis of the Community-Level 
Interventions for Pre-eclampsia (CLIP) trials in India, Pakistan and 
Mozambique. BMJ Global Health. 2021. 6(5) :e004123. 

• Chen G, Zhao Y, Xie F, et al.  Educating outpatients for bowel preparation 
before colonoscopy using conventional methods vs virtual reality videos 
plus conventional methods: A randomized clinical trial. JAMA Network 
Open. 2021. 4(11):e2135576. 

• Cherrier N, Kearon J, Tetreault R, Garasia S, Guindon E. Community 
distribution of naloxone: A systematic review of economic 
evaluations. Pharmacoeconomics Open. 2021. Nov. 11.1–14. 

• Christy K, Kandasamy S, Majid U, Farrah K, Vanstone M. Understanding 
Black women’s perspectives and experiences of cervical cancer screening: 
A systematic review and qualitative meta-synthesis. Journal of Health Care 
for the Poor and Underserved. 2021. November. 32(4):1675-97. 

• Florez ID, Amer YS, McCaul M, Lavis JN, Brouwers M. Guidelines developed 
under pressure: The case of the COVID-19 low-quality ‘rapid’ guidelines and 
potential solutions. Journal of Clinical Epidemiology. 2021. 

• Grierson L, Allice I,… Vanstone M.  The impacts of the Certificates of Added 
Competence credentialing program: A qualitative case study of enhanced 
skill family medicine practice across Canada. CMAJ Open. 2021. Nov. 
9.  9 (4) E966-E972 

• Kandasamy S, Jonathan Y, Majid U, Farrah K, Vanstone M. Indigenous 
women’s experiences of cervical cancer screening: Incorporating 
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Indigenous ways of knowing into a systematic review and meta-synthesis 
of qualitative research. Global Public Health. 2021. November 28. 

• Khowaja AR, Willms AJ ... & Sweet DD. The return on investment of a 
province-wide quality improvement initiative for reducing in-hospital sepsis 
rates and mortality in British Columbia, Canada. Critical Care Medicine. 
2021. Sept. 29. 

• Khowaja AR, Krause C., Kennedy C, et al. Cost effectiveness of a province-
wide quality improvement initiative for reducing potentially inappropriate 
use of antipsychotics in Long-Term Care in British Columbia, 
Canada. PharmacoEconomics-Open. 2021. Sep;5(3):491-504. 

• Kornelse J, Khowaja AR, Av-Gay G. et al. The rural tax: comprehensive out-
of-pocket costs associated with patient travel in British Columbia. BMC 
Health Services Research. 2021. 854. 

• Krepiakevich A, Khowaja AR, Kabajaasi O. et al. Out of pocket costs and 
time/productivity losses for pediatric sepsis in Uganda: a mixed-methods 
study. BMC Health Services Research. 2021.1252. 

• Leyenaar MS, Allana A, Sinha SK, Nolan M, Agarwal G, Tavares W, Costa 
AP. Relevance of assessment items in community paramedicine home 
visit programmes: results of a modified Delphi study. BMJ Open. 2021. Nov 
11;11(11):e048504.  

• Li Ed, Grays S, … Khowaja, AR.  Cost-effectiveness analysis protocol of the 
Smart Triage program: a point-of-care digital triage platform for pediatric 
sepsis in Eastern Uganda. PLOS ONE. 2021. Nov 17;16(11):e0260044. 

• Micsinszki SK, Buettgen A, Mulvale G, et al. Creative processes in co-
designing a co-design hub: towards system change in health and social 
services in collaboration with structurally vulnerable populations. Evidence 
and Policy. 2021. Dec. 13. 

• Maybee A, Winemaker S, Howard M, Seow H, et al. Palliative care 
physicians' motivations for models of practicing in the community: A 
qualitative descriptive study. Palliative Medicine. 2021. Dec 
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• McGillion M, Dvirnik N, Yang S, Belley-Côté E, Lamy A, Whitlock R, Marcucci 
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implementation and evaluation of Pan American Health Organization's 
policies to prevent childhood obesity in Latin America. Obesity Science and 
Practice. 2021. Oct. 20. 

• Mian O, Anderson LN, Belsky D et al. Associations of adverse childhood 
experiences with frailty in older adults: A cross-sectional analysis of data 
from the Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging. Gerontology. 2021. 
December. 

• Nouvet E, Hunt M, Krishnaraj G, Schuster-Wallace C, Bernard C, Elit L, 
DeLaat S, Schwartz L. Unpacking the “Oughtness” of palliative care in 
humanitarian crises: Moral logics and what is at stake? Health Care in 
Contexts of Risk, Uncertainty, and Hybridity. 2022. January. pp 179-200. 

• Panday J, Taneja S, …Vanstone M. Clinician responses to cannabis use 
during pregnancy and lactation: A systematic review and integrative mixed-
methods research synthesis. Family Practice. 2021. November 16. 

• Parry J, Vanstone M, Grignon M, Dunn JR. Primary care-based 
interventions to address the financial needs of patients experiencing 
poverty: a scoping review of the literature. International Journal for Equity in 
Health. 2021. 20:219. 

• Reid JC, Costa AP, Duong M On behalf of the COREG Investigators, et 
al.  Functional recovery following hospitalisation of patients diagnosed 
with COVID-19: a protocol for a longitudinal cohort study. BMJ Open. 2021. 
11:e053021. doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2021-053021. 

• Sandhu R, Saini G, Alvarez E. Using the 3I+E Framework to assess 
provincial policy decisions for the sale of cannabis in Ontario, 
Saskatchewan and Quebec. University of Toronto Journal of Public Health. 
2021. 2(1): 1-14. 

• Schuster-Wallace C, Nouvet E, Rigby I, Krishnaraj G, De Laat S, Schwartz L, 
Hunt M.  Culturally sensitive palliative care in humanitarian action: Lessons 
from a critical interpretive synthesis of culture in palliative care 
literature. Palliative and Supportive Care. 2021. 1-11. 

• Sebastian A, Carroll J, Vanstone M, et al. Challenges and practical 
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• Tarride J-É, Husain M, Andersen A, et al. Hospitalization costs with 
degludec versus glargine U100 for patients with type 2 diabetes at high 

https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hl/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hl/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hl/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hr/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hr/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hr/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hy/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hy/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hj/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hj/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hj/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-ht/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-ht/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-ht/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hi/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hi/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hd/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hd/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hd/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hh/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hh/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hh/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hk/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hk/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hk/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hu/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hu/


cardiovascular risk: Canadian costs applied to SAEs from a randomized 
outcomes trial. Journal of Medical Economics. 2021. Jan-Dec;24(1):1318-
1326. 

• Vanstone M, Grierson L. Thinking about social power and hierarchy in 
medical education. Medical Education. 2021. Sept. 7.  

• Vanstone M, Taneja S, Popoola A, et al. Reasons for cannabis use during 
pregnancy and lactation: a qualitative study. Canadian Medical 
Association Journal. 2021. December 20, 193 (50) E1906-E1914. 

• Wilson MG, Oliver S, Melendez-Torres GJ. et al. Paper 3: Selecting rapid 
review methods for complex questions related to health policy and system 
issues. Systematic Reviews. 2021.10 (286). 

• Zhang J. Hospital avoidance and unintended deaths during the COVIC-19 
pandemic. American Journal of Health Economics. 2021. Fall. Vol 7: 4. 

  
  

 
CHEPA 
CRL Building, 2nd Floor 
McMaster University 
1280 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 
L8S 4K1 
 
E: ramsay@mcmaster.ca 
W: chepa.mcmaster.ca 

  

Do you know someone who might be 
interested in receiving this newsletter? 
Forward This Email 
  

  

https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hu/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-hu/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-kl/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-kl/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-kr/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-kr/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-ky/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-ky/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-ky/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-kj/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-l-oklztk-gkhitzlj-kj/
https://chepa.forwardtomyfriend.com/y-gkhitzlj-07BF9D5A-oklztk-l-kt


  Share  

  Tweet  

  Share  

  Forward  

To change your subscription preferences or to unsubscribe from this newsletter, click the links 
below. If your email address is changing, please let us know by emailing lramsay@mcmaster.ca 

 

https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-fb-oklztk-gkhitzlj-kd/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-tw-oklztk-gkhitzlj-kh/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-li-oklztk-gkhitzlj-kk/
https://chepa.forwardtomyfriend.com/y-gkhitzlj-07BF9D5A-oklztk-l-ku
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-fb-oklztk-gkhitzlj-kd/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-tw-oklztk-gkhitzlj-kh/
https://newsletters.cubiclefugitive.com/t/y-li-oklztk-gkhitzlj-kk/
https://chepa.forwardtomyfriend.com/y-gkhitzlj-07BF9D5A-oklztk-l-ku

	Informing Fair and Sustainable Health and Social Systems                          Winter 2022
	CHEPA Research
	Why do pregnant women use cannabis?
	Fourth jab will protect the elderly
	Grants
	Social Impact Investing Roadmap
	Podcasts
	CHEPA seminars
	Post-Doctoral Fellows
	Publications
	Journal Publications


	Do you know someone who might be interested in receiving this newsletter?

